
From the Cathedral bulletin, January 25, 2015 
 
 

Dear Members and Friends of the Cathedral Parish, 
 
 

The long awaited plan of restoring a pipe organ to the Cathedral is about to become a reality. A 
historic Hook instrument from the former Sacred Heart parish will find a new home at St. Mary’s. The 
work on this project is about to begin on the 20th of January and is expected to be completed in the next four 
months by the Peragallo Organ Co. of Paterson, New Jersey. Plans have been made to include some 
valuable components and pipes which have been in storage from the from St. Louis Parish Chadwick pipe 
organ. The Pipe Organ Fund begun by Rev. Edward Healey over 14 years ago made good progress due to 
the great generosity of many Cathedral parishioners, friends, business associates and grants. Those funds 
are the foundation for undertaking this project now with the blessing of Bishop da Cunha. 
 

The instrument which has been newly designed by Peragallo to serve the needs of the Cathedral will 
be a three manual instrument with the console located at its present position. Pipes will fill the beautiful 
organ chambers in the loft for the Great, Swell and Pedal divisions, and electronic components will provide 
a cost effective Choir division which will sound from the sanctuary area for the benefit of the Cantor and 
choir as well as from the loft. The decorative case pipes which adorn the organ cases will be cleaned and 
repainted to enhance the visual appeal of the instrument.  

 
The Peragallo Company has been very helpful in proposing a specification that will allow us to get 

the best instrument possible for a limited budget. The Pipe Organ funds on hand will cover just over half 
the cost of the project. We will soon renew fundraising efforts trusting that the good will of all who 
appreciate the role that music plays in our parish and diocesan worship will support us with donations and 
pledges. Anyone who would like to serve on a committee for this purpose is encouraged to speak to Father 
John Ozug. 
 

A beautiful wooden donor plaque was carved by Sister Gertrude Gaudette, O.P. over 10 years ago 
and awaits some already engraved nameplates of many major donors. All donations, large and small will 
be recognized in the program booklet for the dedication recital. We look forward with great anticipation to 
the completion of the organ, and the public acknowledgement of gratitude to all donors who will have made 
our “pipedream” come true. 


